
INTRO.  1 Kg. 12:1-15:31.  //2 Chron. 10:1-16:14

TEXT

I. 1:1-12:16, THE UNITED KINGDOM

A. ...11:1-4...11 w. 26-...38.

B. 12:1-16, Israel rejects Rehoboam.  //2 Chron. 10:1-19.  
1. 1, Rehoboam went to Shechem..., a place of covenant renewal (Jos. 24.  Cf. also Jdg. 9).
2. ...3, Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam said...

a) 4, Your father made our yoke hard
b) Now therefore...

(1) lighten the hard service
(2) and we will serve you

3. 5, Then he...
a) said to them, “Depart for three days...
b) 6, Consulted with the elders...
c) ...8, forsook the counsel of the elders
d) consulted with the young men who grew up with him...

(1) 10, ...My little finger  is thicker  than my father’s loins.  [N.B.:  ESBSV note:  “literally in Hebrew, 
“my little one...,” most likely a reference t his sexual organ.”]

(2) ...11, ...I will discipline you with scorpions
e) 13, answered the people harshly
f) 15, Did not listen...

(1) to the people
(2) for it was a turn of events from the Lord

4. ...16, ...So Israel departed to their tents.  2 Chron. 10:19, So Israel has been in rebellion against the 
house of David to this day

II. 12:17-22:53 (...2 KG. 17:5), THE BEGINNING OF THE END

A. 12:17-14:20, Jeroboam in the northern kingdom, 22 years.
1. 12:17-20, Jeroboam made king of Israel.  

a) 17, But as for the sons of Israel...
(1) who lived in the cities of Judah
(2) Rehoboam lived over them

b) 18, The King Rehoboam...
(1) sent Adoram...

(a) who was over the forced labor
(b) and all Israel stone him to death

(2) made haste to mount his chariot and flee to Jerusalem, some king.
c) 19, So Israel has been in rebellion...

(1) against the house of David
(2) to this day

d) ...20, None but Judah followed the house of David, and Benjamin (cf. 21 and 11:31-32;  2 
Chron. 11:12).

2. 12:21-24, Rehoboam instructed by the Lord not to  make war with Jeroboam and Israel, but to let 
them go. //2 Chron. 11:1-4
a) 20, It  came about when all Israel  heard that Jeroboam had returned, they sent and called him 

to the assembly and made him king over all Israel
b) 21, When Rehoboam had came to  Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and the 

tribe of Benjamin...to fight against the house of Israel..., 180000 chosen men, 2 Chron. 11:1
c) 22, But the word...

(1) of the Lord
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• Re. Sources of Wisdom:  Great Idea —Forget the Elderly!  N.B.:
- “4 years: My Daddy can do anything!  7 years: My Dad knows a lot…a whole lot.  8 years: My 

father does not know quite everything.  12 years: Oh well, naturally Father does not know that 
either.  14 years: Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-fashioned.  21 years: Oh, that man-he is out 
of date!  25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.  30 years: I must find out what 
Dad thinks about it.  35 years: Before we decide, we will get Dad's idea first.  50 years: What 
would Dad have thought about that?  60 years: My Dad knew literally everything!  65 years: I 
wish I could talk it over with Dad once more.”  (http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/
inspirational-quotes.html
- Cf. Hb. 5:14, mature, viz, who because of practice have their senses 

trained to discern good and evil
- Cf. Ti. 2:2-6.
- Pt. Learn vicariously; Accept graciously!

- N.B.:  Ps. 119:100, I understand more than the aged, because I have 
observed your precepts.  Cf. Jb. 32:6-10:  So Elihu the son of Barachel the 
Buzite spoke out and said, “I am young in years and you are old; 
Therefore I was shy and afraid to tell you what I think. “I thought aage 
should speak, And increased years should teach wisdom.  “But it is a spirit 
in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding.  “The 
abundant in years may not be wise, Nor may elders understand justice.  
"So I say, ‘Listen to me, I too will tell what I think.’

• Pride and Imprudence:  What led to Israel’s division.
- Cf. 10, My little finger...
- W. 13, The king answered the people harshly
- W. 16, ...So Israel departed....
- Ct. Eph. 4:1-3.  N.B.:  The wronged one:  1 Co. 13:4-5.  (N.B.:  We do 

not live in a places where there is a “church on every corner,” so it is easy 
for us to say “Amen.”  What if we did live in a place where there was a 
church on every corner?  Someday when you do....)

• God’s Power:  Amid all the chaos, cf. 15, It was a turn of events from the 
Lord..., cf. 11:29-39.
- Don’t fight against Him!
- Look at what He can do despite whatever seemingly bad sit. you are in!

Some King!

• Cf.:  Rv. 1:13-16; Isa. 9:6-7.  

• Ct. Rehoboam:  Scared, Weak, Prideful, Harsh, etc.

• Pt. Thank God for not giving us the kind of King that could have been 
given to us!

http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/inspirational-quotes.html
http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/inspirational-quotes.html
http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/inspirational-quotes.html
http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/inspirational-quotes.html


(2) came to Shemaiah
(3) ...24, ...You must not go up....

d) So they listened to the word of the Lord
e) 2 Chron. 11:

(1) ...13, the priests and levites who were in all Israel stood with him [Rehoboam]...
(a) from all their districts...
(b) 14, for the Levites left their pasture lands and their property and came to Judah and 

Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had excluded them from serving as priests to the 
Lord

(2) 16, Those...
(a) from all the tribes of Israel
(b) who set their hearts on seeking the Lord...
(c) followed them...

i) to Jerusalem
ii) to sacrifice to the Lord

(d) 17, Strengthened the kingdom of Judah
(e) and supported Rehoboam...for three years (cf. 12:1)

3. 1 Kg. 12:25-33, Jeroboam installs false religion in Israel.
a) 25, Then Jeroboam...

(1) built...
(a) Shechem
(b) Penuel

(2) 26, Said...
(a) in his heart
(b) Now the kingdom will return to the house of David
(c) 27, ...this people...

i) If...go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord in Jerusalem
ii) then the heart of this people will return...

(1) to the lord
(2) even to Rehoboam...

iii) and they will kill me
(3) 28, consulted
(4) made two golden calves
(5) said to them, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem
(6) behold, your gods
(7) 29, set one in Bethel and the other he put in Dan

b) 30, Now this thing became a sin...
c) 31, And he made...

(1) houses on the high places
(2) and priests from among all the people who were not of the sons of Levi
(3) 32, Instituted a feast in the eighth month

4. 13:1-32, a prophet (Ahijah, 14:18) prophecies against Jeroboam and his altar
a) 1-3, prophecy.  1, There came a man...

(1) of God
(2) While Jeroboam was standing by the altar
(3) 2, He cried...

(a) against the altar
(b) O Altar...

i) Behold, a son shall be born...
(1) to the house of David
(2) Josiah by name
(3) and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places...

(4) 3, Then he gave a sign the same day, “...Behold...the altar shall  be split apart and 
ashes which are on is shall be poured out 
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Re. This would not stop those truly dedicated to God.  Re. Moving...

• We move for school, for boy/girlfriend, job, weather (retirement, winter 
sports, etc.), grand-children, etc.

• What about moving to go be with a strong church?
- This is not, “Be sure there is a strong church where you are going,” 

which is necessary;
- But, “This church is not strong enough and has not been for years; I’m 

moving to be with a strong church.”  
- N.B.:    Left their pasture lands... (2 Chron. 11:14).  Cf. Hb. 3, 10.

N.B.:  “Lost Ten Tribes”

• Many northerners already lived in the south, 1 Kg. 12:17.

• Many from the northern tribes migrated to Judea when Jeroboam set up his 
false religion, 2 Chron. 11:...17.  Cf. 15:9; 1 Chron. 9:3.  N.B.:  1 Kg. 
15:17 (cf. 2 Chron. 16:1.  N.B.:  all commentators I’ve read apply this to 
religious/political defectors, eg. JFB “The blessing of God which 
manifestly rested at this time on the kingdom of Judah, the signal victory 
of Asa, the freedom and purity of religious worship, and the fame of the 
late national covenant, were regarded with great interest throughout Israel, 
and attracted a constantly increasing number of emigrants to Judah”; 
Baasha signifies “high place,” AC).; 

• King Asa conquered some northern territory, 2 Chron. 17:1.

• Assyria and Egypt (and much much more) were under Cyrus' (539 BC) 
and Artaxerxes' (458 BC) control when they offered their proclamations to 
return, Ezra 1:2-4; 7:12-13.

• Upon returning to the promised land:  (a) "Israel" returned (Ezra. 2:2), (b) 
there was confusion about who were members of what tribe in Israel (Ezra 
2:59, 61-63), (c) "all" Israel lived in their cities (Ezra 2:70), and (d) 
sacrifices were offered for all 12 tribes (Ezra 6:17; 8:35).  N.B.:  JFB on 
Ezek. 16:53:  “probably most of the ten tribes and the adjoining nations, 
Ammon and Moab, &c., were in part restored under Cyrus.”

• Passages that say Israel and Judah would return:  Ezek. 37.

•  in the whole NT there are references to only one actual living person from 
the tribe of Asher (Anna, Lk. 2:36), one actual living person from the tribe 
of Benjamin (Paul), three actual living people from the tribe of Judah 
(Joseph, Mary, and Jesus, Mt. 1; Lk. 3), and two references to living 
people from the tribe of Levi:  “Levites,” Jn. 1:19; Barnabas, Ac. 4:36.  In 
other words, there was not much emphasis on tribe:  to a great extent it had 
broken down.



b) 4, Jeroboam’s hand frozen.  4, Jeroboam...
(1) stretched out his hand...
(2) saying, “Seize him!
(3) But his hand... dried up

c) 5, altar splits.  5, The altar was split...
d) 6, the prophet prays for Jeroboam’s hand and it is healed.  

(1) 6, The king said to the man, “Please...
(a) entreat the Lord your God
(b) and pray...

i) for me
ii) that my hand may be restored to me

(2) So...
(a) the man of God entreated the Lord
(b) and the kings hand was restored to him

e) 7-10, the prophet rejects Jeroboam’s offer for dinner and a reward.
(1) 7, Then the king ssaid to the man, :Come home with me...
(2) 8, But the man of God...

(a) said to the king, “If you were to give me half your house I would not go...
i) with you....
ii) 9, For it was commanded by the word o the Lord, “You...

(1) shall eat no bread
(2) nor drink water

iii) nor return by the way which you came
(b) 10, So he went another way...

f) 11-24, the prophet rejects God’s command, being lied to by an older prophet
(1) 11, , Now an old prophet...

(a) who was living in Bethel
(b) ...14, went after the man
(c) said to him...

i) “Are you the man of God
ii) 15, Come home with me

(2) 16-17, He said, “I cannot...for a command came to me...
(3) 18, He said to him...

(a) I am also a prophet
(b) and an angel spoke...

i) to me
ii) by the word of the Lord
iii) Bring him back with you...

(4) But he lied to him
(5) 19, So he went back with him...
(6) 20, Now it came about, as they were sitting down at the table, that the word of the Lord 

came to the prophet who had brought him back
(7) 21-22, And he cried out to the man of GHod..., “Because you disobeyed the command 

of the Lord...your body shall not come to the grave of your fathers
(8) 23, It came about...

(a) after he had eaten...
(b) 24, a lion met him on the way and killed him
(c) and his body was...

i) thrown on the road
ii) with...

(1) the donkey standing beside it
(2) the lion was also standing beside the body, cf. 28
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N.B.:  Jeroboam offered/invented an alternative to JHWH — the very thing 
God has been fighting against for 1000’s of years!

• N.B.:  Confusion:  Jn. 4:20

• N.B.:  Result.  Sacrifice the priests... (1 Kg. 13:2).

• Cf.:  Catholic Church, Eastern Orthodox Church, Lutheran Church, 
Reformed Churches, Church of England, Presbyterian Church, Methodist 
Church, Baptist Churches, Pentecostal Churches, etc. etc. etc.
- N.B.:  2 Jn. 9
- Confusion:  Jn. 17:20-23
- Result:  Rv. 22:18-19

• “Behold, the kindness and severity of the Lord”
- 6, a demonstration of God’s mercy.
- 7-24, a demonstration of God’s Justice/severity.  N.B.:  Even prophets 

cannot escape God’s justice.

• God means what He says.  Ie. Once God has revealed something, that’s it.
- Cf. 9, 16-17 w. 21-24.
- Cf. Balaam.
- N.B.:  Gal. 1:6-9.  N.B.:  This emphasizes the authority of the Word, 

cf. 1 Pe. 1:22-25.



g) 25-32, the older prophet brings back the body and confirms the prophecy.
(1) 25, Behold, men passed by and saw
(2) 26, The prophet...

(a) said, “I tis the man of God
(b) ...29, took up the body...
(c) 30, mourned over him saying, “Alas!  My brother!”
(d) 31, Said to his sons, “When I die, bury me...

i) in the grave...
ii) 32, for the thing shall surely come to pass

5. 13:33-34, Jeroboam refuses to repent, confirming the prophecy against him and his house.  33, 
After this...
a) Jeroboam did not return from his evil way,,,
b) 34, This event became sin to the house of Jeroboam, even to blot  it out  and destroy it  off the 

face of the earth, what a sad ending.  
(1) Was it worth it, Jeroboam?  
(2) What about your ending?  What are you doing right now to ensure your end is 

different from Jeroboam’s?

4



6. 14:1-18, Jeroboam’s son dies, beginning the fulfillment of the prophecy against his house.  1, At 
that time...
a) the son of Jeroboam became sick
b) Jeroboam said...

(1) to his wife
(2) Arise now...
(3) disguise...

(a) yourself
(b) so that the will not know that you are the wife of Jeroboam

(4) go to  Shiloh
(5) Ahijah...

(a) the prophet
(b) is there
(c) who spoke to me that I would be king over this people

(6) 2, Take ten loaves...
(7) He will tell you what will happen to the boy

c) 4, Jeroboam’s wife did so
d) Abijah could not see
e) 5, Now the Lord had said to Abijah...
f) 6, Abijah...

(1) heard...
(2) said...

(a) “Come in, wife...
(b) Why do you pretend...?
(c) I am sent to you with a harsh message.
(d) 7, Go...
(e) say...

i) to Jeroboam
ii) Thus says the Lord
iii) Because I exalted you....
iv) ...9, You have done more evil than all who were before you...
v) 10, Therefore...

(1) I...
(a) am bringing calamity on the house of Jeroboam...
(b) will cut off every male person

(2) 11, Anyone...
(a) belonging to Jeroboam
(b) who dies...
(c) --- in the city
(d) --- dogs will eat
(e) who dies
(f) --- in the field
(g) ---the birds will eat...

(f) 12, Now...
i) you go to your house
ii) when your feet enter the city, the child will die

(g) 13, All Israel shall...
i) mourn for him
ii) and bury him
iii) for he alone...

(1) of Jeroboam’s family
(2) will come to the grave
(3) because in him something good was found toward the Lord...
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• 4 years: My Daddy can do anything! 
• 7 years: My Dad knows a lot…a whole lot.
• 8 years: My father does not know quite everything.
• 12 years: Oh well, naturally Father does not know that either.
• 14 years: Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-fashioned.
• 21 years: Oh, that man-he is out of date!
• 25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.
• 30 years: I must find out what Dad thinks about it.
• 35 years: Before we decide, we will get Dad's idea first.
• 50 years: What would Dad have thought about that?
• 60 years: My Dad knew literally everything!
• 65 years: I wish I could talk it over with Dad once more.

http://www.fathersdaycelebration.com/inspirational-quotes.html
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(h) 14, Moreover, the Lord will  raise up for himself a king over Israel who will cut off 
the house of Jeroboam...

(i) 15, For the Lord will strike Israel...
i) as a reed is shaken in the water
ii) He will...

(1) uproot Israel from this good land
(2) scatter them beyond the Euphrates River...

g) 17, Jeroboam’s wife did so...
7. 14:19-20, Jeroboam dies.  But first, cf. 2 Chron. 13

B. 14:21-31, Rehoboam in the southern kingdom, 17 years.  Judah does evil  and Egypt comes against 
them, but Judah repents.  //2 Chron. 11:1-12:16
1. 21, Rehoboam...reigned in Judah
2. 2 Chron. 11:5, built cities
3. 11, strengthened fortresses
4. ...18, Took as a wife...

a) Mahalath...
b) ...20, Maacah...

5. 22, Appointed Abijah...
6. 23, Acted very wisely...
7. 12:1, When the kingdom of Rehoboam was established and strong, he and all Israel with him forsook the law 

of the Lord
8. 1 Kg. 14:22, Judah...

a) did...
(1) evil
(2) in the sight of the Lord

b) provoked Him...
(1) to jealously
(2) more than all that their fathers had done

9. 25, Now...in the fifth year of King Rehoboam...
a) Shishak...
b) the king of Egypt
c) Came up...

(1) 2 Chron. 12:3, with 1200 chariots and 60000 horsemen
(2) 4, Captured the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem
(3) against Jerusalem

d) 26, Took away the treasures of the house of the Lord...
e) 2 Chron. 12:5, Then...

(1) Shemeniah the prophect came to Rehoboam..., “Thus says the Lord, ‘You have forsaken Me, so I 
also have forsaken you to Shishak.

(2) 6, So the princes of Israel and the King humbled themselves and said, “The Lord is righteous.”
(3) 7, When the Lors saw that they had humbled themselves...I...

(a) will not destroy them
(b) but I will grant them some measure of deliverance
(c) and My wrath will not be poured out on Jerusalem by means of Shishak.
(d) 8, But they will become his salves so that they may learn the difference between My 

serance and the service of the kingdoms of the countries
10. 1 Kg. 14:27, So King Rehoboam...

a) made shields of Bronze
b) committed them to the care of the commanders of the guard

11. 28, As often as the king entered the house of the Lord, that the guards would carry them...
12. 2 Chron. 12:12, And when he humbles himself, the anger of the Lord turned away form him...and 

also conditions were good in Judah
13. ...30, There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually
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C. 15:1-8, Abijah in the south, 3 years.  Judah does evil. //2 Chron. 13:1-22
1. 1-7, intro to Abijah.  N.B.:

a) 3, He walked in all the sins of his father
b) 4, But...

(1) for David’s sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp...
(a) in Jerusalem
(b) to raise up a son after him

(2) and to establish Jerusalem
(3) 5, Because David did what was right in the sight of the Lord

2. 2 Chron. 13:2-22, details of the war between Jeroboam and Abijah, and Jeroboam’s decrease
a) 2, There was war between Abijah and Jeroboam
b) 3, Abikah started the battle with an army of valiant warriors...400000 chosen men
c) while Jeroboam drew up...with 800000 chosen men...
d) 4, Abijah stood on Mt. Zemaraim...

(1) List to me, Jeroboam...
(2) 5, Do you not know that...

(a) the Lord...gave the rule forever to David...by a covenant of salt
(b) 6, Yet Jeroboam...rebelled

(3) ...8, Now you intend to resist the kingdom of the Lord...
(a) being a great multitude
(b) having with you the golden calves which Jeroboam made for gods for you

(4) 9, Have you not driven out the priests of the Lord...
(5) Whoever comes to concecrate himself...even he may become a priest of what are no gods
(6) 10, But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken Him; and the sons of Aaron are 

ministering to the Lord as priests...
(7) 12, Now, behold, God is with us...
(8) O sons of Israel, do not fight againdt the Lord God of your fathers, for you will not succeed.

e) 13, But Jeroboam set an ambush
f) 14, ...Judah...

(1) When...turned around, they were attacked both front and rear
(2) So they cried to the Lord
(3) 15, raised a war cry

g) God...
(1) was routed...
(2) 16, ...gave them into their hand

h) 17, Abijah...defeated them...
(1) with a great slaughter
(2) so that 500000 chosen men of Israel fell...

i) 18, Thus...
(1) the sons of Israel were subdued
(2) and the sons of Judah conquered because they trusted in the Lord

j) 19, Abijah...captured from him several cities, BEthel...Jeshanah...Ephron
k) 20, Jeroboam did not again recover strenth in the days od Abijah; and the Lord struck him and he died
l) 21, But Abijah became powerful....

D. 1 Kg. 15:9-24, Asa in the, south, 41 years.  Judah does right... but makes covenant with Aram.
1. 2 Chron. 15:1, Now...

a) The Spirit of God came on Azariah...
b) 2, he went to meet Asa
c) He said to Asa...

(1) Listen to me
(2) The Lord is with you when you are with Him
(3) And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him
(4) But if you forsake Him, He will forsake you
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(5) 3, For many says Israel was without...
(a) the true God
(b) without a teaching priest
(c) without law

(6) 4, But in their distress the turned to the Lord... and He let them find Him
(7) 5, In those times there was no peace to him who went out...
(8) 7, But you, be strong....for there is reward for your work

d) 8, Now, when Asa hard these words...he...
(1) took courage...
(2) 9, gatered all Judah and Benjamin and those from Ephraim and Manasseh and Simeon who 

resisded with them, for many edefected to him from Israel when they saw that the Lord was with 
him

e) 10, So they assembled...
(1) at Jerusalem
(2) in the 3rd month of the 15th year of Asa’s reign
(3) ...12, The entered a covenant to...

(a) seek the Lord...with all their heart and sul...
(b) 13, and whoeever would not seek the Lord...should be put to death

(4) ...15, and He let them find Him
(5) so the Lord gav them rest on every side.
(6) ...19, There was no war until the 35th year of Asa’s reign

2. 1 Kg. 15:9-15, intro to Asa and his goodness.  N.B.:
a) 11, Asa did what was right...
b) ...13, He also removed...

(1) Maacah...
(2) his mother
(3) from being queen mother
(4) because she had made a horrid image as an Asherah...

c) 14, But the high places were not taken away
3. 2 Chron. 14:9-15, Asa defeats the Ethiopians
4. 2 Chron. 15:1-7, a prophet comes to Asa
5. 2 Chron. 15:8-19, Asa and Israel’s good response
6. 16-22, Asa makes a covenant with Ben-Hadad.  //2 Chron. 16:1-6

a) 16, Now there was war between Asa and Baasha...all their days
b) 17 —in the 36th year of Asa’s reign (2 Chron. 16:1), Baasha...

(1) went up against Judah
(2) and fortified...

(a) Ramah
(b) in order to prevent anyone from going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah 

c) 18, Then Asa...
(1) took all the silver and gold...
(2) sent them to Ben-hadad,...king of Aram
(3) 19, Let there be a treaty...
(4) break your treaty with Baasha

d) 19, So Ben-hadad listened to King Asa
e) 21, ...Baasha...ceased fortifying...
f) 22, King Asa made...

(1) a proclamation...
(2) to...Judah...

(a) all
(b) none was exempt

g) And they carried away the stones of Ramah...
h) Asa built......

(1) Geba of Benjamin
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(2) and Mizpah
7. 2 Chron. 16:7-10, the prophet rebukes Asa and Asa responds badly.  7, At that time...

a) Hanani the seer came to Asa...and said to him...
(1) “Because you have relied on the king of  Aram and have not relied on  the Lord, therefore 

the army of the king of Aram has escaped out of your hand
(2) 8, Were not the Ehtiopians and the Lubim an immense army...
(3) 9, For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 

support those whose heart as completely His.  
(4) You have acted foolishly, from now on you will surely have wars.

8. 10, Asa...
a) was angry with the seer
b) and put him in prison,...
c) and oppressed some of the people at the same time.
d) ...12, IN the 39th year of his reign, Asa became diseased...

(1) in his feet...
(2) Yet even in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the physicians

9. 23-24, Asa’s last days.  2 Chron. 16:11-14

E. 15:25-31, Nadab in the north, 2 years.  Killed in conspiracy by Baasha.
1. 25, Nadab...

a) the son of Jeroboam
b) became king
c) 26, did evil

2. 27, Then Baasha...
a) the son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar
b) conspired against him
c) 28, killed him in his third year
d) 29, ...struck down all the household...

(1) of Jeroboam
(2) according to the word of the Lord
(3) 30, and because of the sins of Jeroboam...
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