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! When I first became a Christian, in my 
enthusiasm to talk to others about spiritual 
things, I described myself to one friend as “a 
person who studies the Bible and tries to 
obey it.”  He responded, “How do you know 
that the Bible you read today says the same 
thing as the Bible they read 2,000 years 
ago?”  What a great question!  Consider the 
following:

! The Stone Heard Around The World. In 
1947, about ten miles south of Jericho, 
along the Dead Sea, a shepherd boy 
looking for a lost goat tossed a stone into a 
hole in a cliff.  Much to his surprise, the 
sound of shattering pottery  came back.  And 
much to the worldʼs surprise, he had 
stumbled upon a perfectly  preserved 
collection of some 40,000 inscribed 
fragments, comprising more than 500 
books, including parts of all of the Old 
Testament (Esther possibly  excepted), all of 
which were placed there in AD 68!  
“Eureka!”

! Among the manuscripts was a twenty-
four foot long scroll of the complete book of 
Isaiah, which is dated to around 125 BC.  In 
comparing this text with that of the 
Masoretic Text, which is the next oldest and 
dates from AD 916, Millar Burrows, 
chairman of the Department of Near Eastern 
Languages and literatures at Yale Graduate 
School, said, “Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, 
there are only  seventeen letters in question.  
Ten of these are simply  a matter of spelling, 
which does not affect the sense.  Four more 
letters are minor stylistic changes, such as 

conjunctions.  The remaining three letters 
comprise the word “light,” which is added in 
verse 11, and does not affect the meaning 
greatly. ... Thus, in one chapter of 166 
words, there is only  one word (three letters) 
in question after a thousand years of 
transmission...” (as quoted by Josh McDowell in 
The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict (1999) p. 
78).  

! Gleason Archer, Professor of Old 
Testament and Semi t ics a t Tr in i ty 
Evangelical Divinity  School, put it this way, 
“ . . .even though the two cop ies o f 
Isaiah...were a thousand years earlier...they 
proved to be word for word identical with our 
standard Hebrew Bible in more than 95 
percent of the text.  The 5 percent of 
variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of 
the pen and variations in spelling.  They do 
not affect the message of revelation in the 
slightest” (ibid.70.emphasis mine).  No worries 
here!

! So Much Of A Good Thing.   The 
honest inquirer of the Old and New 
Testaments cannot but admit the glaring 
absence of any original documents; we just 
do not have any  (that we know  of).  But the 
honest inquirer cannot stop there.

! First, briefly  consider the problems that 
would likely  arise if the originals were 
surviving:  (1) as the religious world is wont 
to do, the documents themselves would 
likely  be venerated (and this against the 
message itself!), and (2) someone could 
purposefully change something!
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! Regarding the second scenario, it could 
be retorted, “But even if someone actually 
manipulated the original, we have so many 
copies we would know any change in an 
instant.”  Amen, amen!  And in this we see 
the genius of Jehovah God who, in His 
special providence, has not preserved the 
originals, rather He provided numerous 
copies, each one a check and a balance 
against all the others.  

! To date approximately  5,700 hand-written 
Greek manuscripts of the New Testament 
have been discovered (which is approximately 
4,700 more than Homer, Demosthenes, 
Herodotus, Plato, Tacitus, Caesar, and Pliny, 
combined!), some which have been dated to 
within twenty-five years of the death of Christ 
(the closest of the secular writers mentioned 
above is 500 years).  Quantity and quality!

! New News About The Good News.  For 
the past hundred years or so, it has been 
very  popular to claim that the authors of the 
gospels - which, we agree, were likely  written 
outside of Palestine - were not eyewitnesses 
but instead made everything up.  Beginning 
in 2002 (Siebeck, Bauckham, and Williams) - 
adding to the mountains of evidence that 
refute such claims - linguistic research 
indicates that the gospel authors were 
intimately familiar with the locations, the 
people, and the customs in Palestine.  For 

example, the Jewish names used in the 
gospels correlate with Palestinian Jewish 
names found in ancient secular writings.  This 
is significant considering that Jewish names 
in other regions patterned differently  from 
Jewish names in Palestine - consider 
Eleazar, Sabbataius, Dositheus, Pappus, and 
Ptolmaius, which comprise four of the six 
most popular Egyptian Jewish menʼs names 
but are not used at all in the New Testament 
except Eleazar, which is used only once and 
this in a genealogy!

! Furthermore, not only  did the gospel 
authors get the right names, they also got the 
right percentage of usage of the names.  For 
example, in contemporary  Palestinian secular 
writings, the top nine Jewish menʼs names 
are Simon, Joseph, Lazarus, Judas, John, 
Jesus, Ananias, Jonathan, and Matthew; and 
when compared with the rest of Palestinian 
Jewish menʼs names found in secular 
writings, these nine appear 41.5%.  At the 
same time, in the Bible these same names 
appear 40.3% when compared with other 
Palestinian Jewish menʼs names.  The 
question is, how could the gospel authors be 
so right?  Was it luck?  Or did they  know the 
real story?  

! We Could Go On.  Want to discuss this or 
another spiritual topic?  Give us a call!     
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! (By L. Tosti)
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